The Compass Ross

	The compass rose is used on many maps. It has been used since the 1300’s, and was first used to show wind direction. The compass rose gets its name from the flower, the rose. The figure is said to resemble the petals of the rose. The Portuguese cartographer, or mapmaker, Pedro Reinel, drew the first standard compass rose. The standard compass rose has 32 points. Most maps today use the compass rose to show the positions of north, south, east, west, northeast, northwest, southeast, and southwest. It is usually placed in the lower lefthand corner of a map, and can help you locate places on a map using direction.
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Every nautical chart maker had his own characteristic compass rose using different color oppositions. Here are a few early sixteenth-century examples: red/blue contrasts on the top row, red/black with gold on the bottom. The roses differ in style as well. Some are highly ornate (a style called Manueline), while others are almost modernist (bottom right).
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